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Speaking is the ability to produce meaningful utterances/discourse/ communicative acts orally to address 

other people with accurate grammar and vocabulary. 

Speaking as one of the most important and essential skills that must be practiced to communicate orally, and 
the process of implementing debate activities for developing speaking skills.  

Speaking is considered as the productive and oral skill. Speaking is a cognitive skill, is the idea that knowledge 
become increases automately through successive practice.  

Speaking is the productive oral skill.  It consists of producing systematic verbal utterance to convey meaning. 
Speaking is the process of building and sharing meaning through the use of verbal and non-verbal symbols, in a 

variety of contexts.  It means that speaking is an interaction between speakers with listeners. 

Based on the previous definitions, the researcher concludes that: 
-   speaking  is  the  process  of  sharing  with  others,  knowledge,  interests,  attitudes, opinions or ideas.  

-  the speaker's ideas become real to him and his listener. 
-   speaking skill is the ability to say, to address, to make known, to use or be able to use a given language in the 

actual communication. 

In the light of these highlighted definitions, the researcher can compose an operational definition of speaking 
skill in this study as speaking is the ability to produce meaningful utterances/ discourse  orally to address other people 

and   to be  accurate in using grammar and vocabulary. 
Debate is a very important strategy in developing speaking skills of learners effectively. Bambang defines 

debate as an "activity which is used for understanding of the topic. It is done by two groups. Every group consists of 
three or five students. It is “pro” group and “contra” group." Maryadi said that "Debate can motivate students' 

thinking, moreover if they must defend their stand or opinion which is in contradiction with conviction themselves.” 

[1] 
 

METHODS AND TECHNIQUES USED DURING THE LESSON:  
Following methods can be used: lecture method, demonstration method, a method of collaboration, 

classroom discussion method, buzz group method, brainstorming method and role play method. All these methods 

helped me to conduct the lessons more interesting than ever. I used the following techniques in the lesson: debate, 
case study, concept mapping, quiz, answering the questions, gap filling, sentence completion, think-pair-share, role 

play and others. A teaching method comprises the principles and methods used by the teachers to enable student 
learning. These approaches for teaching can be broadly classified into teacher centered and student-centered. During 

the lesson collaboration method allowed students to actively participate in the learning process by talking with others 

and listening to others’ opinions. Discussion and debating are the main example of this method. In buzz group 
method the group broke into sub-groups to discuss one or two specific questions or case studies. While they buzzing 

the students were able to exchange ideas and draw on their wide collective experiences. In mind mapping method 
the students worked on explanation of the terms in diagram and they were asked why the words are divided into two 

groups – people and jobs.  
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When teaching debate to intermediate and lower classes, it is best to start with the straight forward process 

of formulating and caring about  their own opinions, while introducing a number of language structures, grammar 

issues and new vocabulary meanwhile. 
 

MOTIVATION:  
In order to motivate the students I used different techniques, methods, technical aids, visual aids, colored 

pictures, handouts, stickers, posters and whiteboard to show the pictures. I used role –play in order to motivate the 
students and to help the less motivated students take part in the lesson. Debating in the classroom can take many 

forms.  The following debate activities  offer a  range  of  opportunities  to  increase  student  understanding  and  

involvement  with  the course material. In the lesson I always observe the way students are seated. I tried and 
maximized eye contact and made sure students were seated at a comfortable distance from each other. While they 

were working I tried to motivate them and this process helped our lesson would be more interesting. I also 
encouraged the students to communicate openly and it helped them to feel confident and independent. I also used 

phrases like “You are right”, “Excellent”, “Well done”, “Good job”, “Very good” and others. These also helped me to 

motivate students and take an active part in the lesson. All above mentioned techniques helped me to make my 
lesson creative, bright and meaningful and surely to motivate my students. In my lesson I succeeded to create a 

warm, stimulating and friendly atmosphere.  
Teaching speaking, from my point of view, is the way for students to  express  their emotions,   

communicative  needs,  interact  with  other  people  in  any  situation,  and influence the others. For this reason, in 
teaching speaking skill it is necessary to have clear understanding involved in speech. 

The main goal of teaching speaking skills should be to communicate efficiently. Learners should be able to 

make themselves understood, using their current proficiency to the fullest. The following are some of these goals:  
-  Oral communication (speaking) of English is the main goal of many adult learners. 

-    Their personalities play a large role in determining how quickly and correctly they will accomplish this goal.  
However, if the aim of speaking is communication without perfect English, then it makes sense to encourage 

quantity in your classroom. 

The  students  should  be  able  to  make  themselves understand,  using  their  current  efficiency  to  the  
fullest,  to  help  students  develop communicative efficiency in speaking, instructors can use balanced activities 

approach that combines language input, structured output and communicative output.  
1-  To get students to have free discussions, give them a chance to rehearse discussions outside the lectures and to 

allow them to rehearse real  –life situations or events in the classroom.  

2-  To provide feedback for both teacher and students, teachers can see what their class is doing and what language 
problems they have.  

Referring to the previous explanation, the researcher concludes that the goal of teaching speaking in today’s 
world is to improve students’ communicative skills. They should try to avoid confusion in the message due to faulty 

pronunciation, grammar, or vocabulary, and to observe the social and cultural rules that apply in each communication 
situation. 

There are a lot of advantages for using debate as follows: 

1. Debate encourages class participation among those students that typically do not talk in class. 
2. Most  importantly,  debate  offers  an  opportunity  for  students  to  move  beyond  the acquisition of basic 

knowledge in a subject matter and progresses  into the types of higher order critical thinking skills that good 
debate requires. 

3. Debaters must analyze, synthesize and evaluate the knowledge they have acquired in order to propose, 

oppose and make competing choices. 
4. Debate can help people develop their investigation and analysis skills. 

5. People can benefit from learning how to be leader who needs to analyze a problem, win others' agreement 
under pressure, and persuade others to act. 

6. Debate helps develop critical thinking skills. 
7. People  learn  how  to  be  open-minded  to  questions  and  issues. They  are  forced  to  consider  the  

opposition's  viewpoints,  and  anticipate  others' position. 

8. Debate helps develop effective speaking skills. Debaters need not only speak in front of  different  audiences  
and  judges,  but  also  apply  the  best  principles  of  public speaking to select, arrange, and present their 

materials. They can become flexible and comfortable  to  speaking  in  public.   
9. Debate helps develop organization skills. Debaters need to arrange arguments  clearly and  convincingly, so  

that  the  ideas  can  be  easy  to  follow  and  hard  to  forget. 

10. Debate helps develop team work skills, debate is a competitive activity, but it relies on cooperation.  Debaters 
need to participate to make debate successful. 

11. Debate develops people's research skills.Debate helps develop communication skills. [2] 
So, a debate is a speaking situation in which opposite points of view are presented and argued. A  debate  is  

about  the  real  or  simulated  issue.  The  learners’  roles  ensure  that  they  have adequate shared knowledge 

about the issue and different opinions or interest to defend. At the end of activity, they may have to reach a concrete 
decision or put the issue to a vote.  
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