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Consistent and significant work is being done in the Republic of Uzbekistan to improve the institution of
advocacy, which is part of the ongoing judicial reform, and to transform it into a law enforcement institution that has
earned the trust of the people.

The main purpose of the ongoing reforms is to guarantee the right to qualified legal assistance at any stage of
the investigation and court proceedings, as stated in Article 116 of the Constitution of the Republic of Uzbekistan, and
to provide legal assistance to citizens, enterprises, institutions and organizations.

One of the subjects of qualified assistance in the Republic of Uzbekistan is the bar. Article 1 of the Law of the
Republic of Uzbekistan "On Advocacy" states that the bar provides legal assistance to citizens of the Republic of
Uzbekistan, foreign citizens, stateless persons, enterprises, institutions and organizations in accordance with the
Constitution of the Republic of Uzbekistan.

Based on the analysis of the content of the norms of the Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan "On Advocacy", the
concept of an advocate is defined as follows: "A citizen of the Republic of Uzbekistan has a higher legal education and
a license to practice law in the prescribed manner to practice law.".

The main purpose of setting the above requirements in the legislation is to enable the selection of candidates
who do not have sufficient theoretical knowledge and practical skills required in the legal profession.

Some legal literature! stipulates that an applicant for the status of an advocate must meet the following
requirements, in particular:

1) Being a citizen of the Republic of Uzbekistan;

2) having a higher legal education;

3) having at least two years of work experience in the legal profession, including the period of training in the
legal profession.

The analysis shows that the theoretical knowledge of advocates is insufficient and their professional knowledge
and skills are unsatisfactory. This, in turn, requires a critical review of the requirements for applicants to the bar, and,
if necessary, strengthening the requirements for the study of foreign experience, while improving the procedure for
obtaining the status of an advocate.

To do this, it provides an opportunity to study the legislation of foreign countries on advocacy and prepare
proposals for the introduction of their positive aspects in national legislation. The Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan "On
Advocacy" does not contain the following study requirements for obtaining the status of an advocate:

— having a scientific degree in law?;

— being of a specified age;

— knowing of the state language?.

Having a scientific degree in law. The legislation of foreign countries analyzed shows that having a degree
in law gives a person a priority right in three different areas.
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The first is that having an academic degree in law without a higher legal education is considered to have fulfilled
the requirement for him to have the status of an advocate.

Second, a person with a degree in law is exempted from the internship, which is one of the mandatory
requirements for obtaining the status of an advocate, and has the right to take a qualifying examination.

Third, having a degree in law is explained by the fact that an applicant for the status of an advocate is exempted
from all the requirements for becoming an advocate and is given the right to practice law.

Referring to the legislation of foreign countries in this regard will provide a basis for a deeper study of these
issues and the preparation of proposals to fill the existing gaps in existing legislation. For example, in order to become
an advocate in the Russian Federation?, a person must have a higher legal education or a degree in law in a state-
accredited educational program. It can be understood that an applicant for the status of an advocate is given the
opportunity to become an advocate if he/she has a degree in law as an alternative to those who do not have higher
legal education.

An analysis of the legislation of the Republic of Armenia® shows that in order to obtain a license for the right to
practice law, an applicant must have a degree in law as an alternative to higher legal education. This means that even
if the applicant does not have a higher legal education, but has an academic degree in law, the legislation has given
him or her an additional opportunity to become an advocate.

According to the Law of the Republic of Moldova® "On Advocacy", a person wishing to practice law is exempted
from professional training if he or she has a doctoral degree in law.

According to the Law of the Republic of Lithuania "On Advocacy"’, a person with a doctoral degree in social
sciences or a degree in law may not pass the qualifying examination. In our opinion, the norms of our current legislation
on exemption from internships and qualification examinations should be critically considered, taking into account the
positive experience of foreign countries.

According to Article 66 of the Law of Poland "On the Advocates’ Profession"® of May 26, 1982, professors and
candidates for the degree of Doctor of Law can obtain the status of an advocate without passing an internship and
qualification examination.

Concluding the study of the requirement of foreign countries to have a degree in law, the requirement to have
a degree in law should be considered as an alternative to the requirement of higher legal education, exemption from
internship, as well as to become an advocate. It is necessary to make changes and additions to the Law of the Republic
of Uzbekistan "On Advocacy" to grant the status of a lawyer directly, exempt from all requirements.

Being of a particular age. We all know that according to the current legislation, the Republic of Uzbekistan
has a clear age census for certain positions, in particular, the president, deputy, prosecutor, judge and others. However,
the Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan “On Advocacy” does not specify the minimum and maximum age for becoming
an advocate.

In some foreign countries, especially Finland and Cyprus, there is a clear age limit for obtaining the status of a
lawyer. Being of legal age as stated in the law of these states is one of the requirements for becoming an advocate. In
Finland®, it must be at least 25 years old, while in Cyprus!® it must be at least 21 years old.

In this case, the status of a lawyer in the Russian Federation!! is granted indefinitely and does not depend on
this age, the right to practice law in the Republic of Ukraine!? and the advocate's certificate is not limited by age and is
issued indefinitely, the license to practice law in Armenia!? is permanent and stated to be given without age limit.

Today, the number of young advocates is declining, while the number of older advocates is increasing. According
to R.Altiev'*, an advocate and lecturer, “If we look at the number of advocates under the age of 30, there are not even
70 of them. This is a very low figure. Also, the number of advocates over the age of 50 is around 2,200. This means
that 50 percent of all advocates are over 50 years old. As a result, advocacy has become more of a profession for the
elderly.

In our opinion, the current legislation should not set a minimum age for obtaining the status of an advocate in
order to fill it with highly qualified personnel who think analytically and constantly develop professional skills and work
tirelessly to acquire new knowledge independently.
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It should be noted that the current regulations are changing rapidly, a significant number of foreign
entrepreneurs are coming to Uzbekistan, to fulfil their problems with young lawyers who speak foreign languages
(without the presence of an interpreter) to solve their problems in a timely and complete manner. We believe that the
legislation should establish a maximum age limit for being a lawyer in order to withhold.

In view of the above, we believe that the status of an advocate in the Republic of Uzbekistan is not limited by
age, and the maximum age for the status of an advocate should be seventy years.

Knowing of the state language. Significant work is being done in our country to increase the prestige of the
Uzbek language as the state language. The number of legal acts that regulates that particular issue are includes the
Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan "On the state language" is adopted, the Decree of the President of the Republic of
Uzbekistan dated October 21, 2019 N2DP-5850 "On measures to radically increase the prestige and status of the Uzbek
language as the state language" Decree N2DP-6084 "On measures to further develop the Uzbek language and improve
language policy in our country" was adopted in October 2013. According to Article 1 of the current Law, the state
language of the Republic of Uzbekistan is Uzbek.

According to Article 40 of the Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan "On Legal Assistance and Advocacy", the place,
date and language of the attestation (Kazakh or Rus) has the right to self-determination.

Article 12 of the Law of the Republic of Tajikistan!® "On Advocacy and activity of advocate" stipulates that in
order to obtain the status of an advocate, it is necessary to know the state language. Article 6 of the Law of Ukraine!®
"On Advocacy and activity of advocate” stipulates that in order to become an advocate, one must know the state
language to the extent required by applicable law.

In this regard, even though the Georgian!” legislation does not explicitly state the requirement to know the
state language in relation to the person who wants to become an advocate, the applicants will definitely need to know
the state language. According to Article 11 of the Law of Georgia "On Advocacy", everyone with a higher legal education
has the right to take a written exam, which is conducted in the state language.

In conclusion, the introduction of a provision in the current legislation on the conducting qualification
examinations in the state language can lead to an increase in the status of the Uzbek language, on the one hand, and
a significant decrease in the number of applicants for the status of an advocate.

The introduction of the above-analyzed requirements into national legislation will allow, firstly, to fill the bar
with qualified young staff, and on the other hand, to fill it with researchers with critical analysis skills.
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