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Received: 10" August 2025 This comparative study examines two prominent travelogues in modern Arabic
Accepted: 8" September 2025 | and Persian literature: Ahmad Faris al-Shidyaq's Kashf al-Mukhba“an Funun
Urubba and Mohammad Ebrahim Bastani Parizi's Az Pariz ta Paris. Using the
American School of Comparative Literature as a methodological framework, the
research focuses on narrative style, thematic structure, cultural and political
perspectives, attitudes toward women and Westernization, and the role of
memory and poetry. Findings indicate that al-Shidyaq adopts a documentary,
detail-oriented narrative emphasizing statistics and material description, while
Parizi employs a simplified, literary style aimed at general readers through
anecdotes, poetry, and humor. The study concludes that divergent cultural
backgrounds and life experiences produced two distinct travel-writing models,
both contributing valuable insights into Middle Eastern perceptions of the West
.in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries
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INTRODUCTION
Travel literature is an important cognitive and literary means for understanding cultural interactions, as it conveys direct
observations about foreign communities and records the authors' perspectives on these communities. This research is
based on the conviction that my novel "Shadiq" by Mustafa Shadiq and "Bastani Parizzi" by Esmat Ebrahimi are not just
external descriptions, but rather works that reflect each author's vision of the world and what matters to them cognitively

and literary.
The introduction highlights the importance of comparing two texts from different linguistic and cultural backgrounds:
Modern Standard Arabic and Modern Persian. The American school of comparative literature allows for comparing texts
without requiring a direct linguistic relationship between them, focusing instead on the aesthetic and conceptual
functions of the texts rather than mere influence (see: American School of Comparative Literature; Fakhori, B. C). .
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