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Article history: Abstract:
Received: 10™ May 2025 | Money laundering crimes are among the most dangerous offenses that threaten
Accepted: 7% June 2025 | the financial and economic system of any state worldwide. Today, they pose a

greater threat than ever before, as money launderers have become adept at
planning their criminal enterprises through the opportunities provided by
communication technologies and information systems, which grant them
knowledge of various legal frameworks and economic policies. Thus, money
laundering has emerged as a crime fortified by science and technology.
Moreover, it is a phenomenon closely interlinked with other economic and social
phenomena that reinforce one another in a reciprocal relationship, such as the
shadow economy, political and administrative corruption, among others.
Combating money laundering is therefore one of the most vital and complex issues
confronting the international community at present. To achieve this goal, a range
of international treaties and domestic laws have been developed with the aim of
strengthening international efforts to combat money laundering and to foster
cooperation among states in this regard.

The importance of this study lies in the fact that money laundering is a crime with
distinct characteristics, particularly given that the Iragi Anti-Money Laundering Law
has not yet been adequately studied or analyzed by criminal law scholars due to
its relatively recent enactment. Furthermore, this crime possesses its own
peculiarities, as many of the law’s provisions were drafted in a style that resembles
commentary on the statute rather than legislative language, in addition to
unjustified repetition in its phrasing.

In conducting this research, the author adopted an analytical method to interpret,
clarify, and contextualize the legal provisions, while also engaging in a comparative
analysis between Iraqgi law and that of other jurisdictions. The study concludes
with several findings, including the fact that significant obstacles hinder the
application of United Nations conventions, particularly given that some states have
not acceded to international instruments related to combating money laundering,
while others have failed to enact specific domestic legislation addressing the crime.
This indicates that some states remain outside the scope of international anti-
money laundering efforts.

The study also offers several recommendations, such as strengthening
international cooperation to confront this crime given its global nature.
Manifestations of such cooperation include judicial assistance, procedural
collaboration between enforcement authorities, extradition of offenders, and
execution of judgments. Additionally, it emphasizes the necessity of repealing the
current Iraqgi law and replacing it with a new statute issued by the elected Iraqi
Council of Representatives, following review by the State Council to ensure proper
legal drafting. Such a law should act as a deterrent to money laundering offenders
in Iraq, particularly in light of the current law’s deficiencies in legal drafting,
improper language, and the weakness of its prescribed measures and sanctions.
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