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One of the basic principles of civilized societies is respect for the dignity and equality of every person. People
with disabilities (DOD) may face obstacles that make their lives more difficult, but this does not make them any less
valuable as individuals. Therefore, civilized societies have mechanisms and programs that help people with disabilities
overcome these obstacles and have equal opportunities in life. This can include accessibility to public places and
transportation, adaptive technology, special services, and training and employment programs. In addition, community
care for people with disabilities not only supports their self-esteem and integration into society, but also enriches society
as a whole. When people with different abilities and experiences work together, it can lead to new ideas and innovations,
strengthening the community connection and improving the quality of life for all citizens.

In this regard, one of the priorities of the modern state, in relation to its citizens is the care of persons with
disabilities. For Uzbekistan, this area of activity is also important, as the number of persons with disabilities is 2.1% of
the population. In this regard, the Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan "On the rights of persons with disabilities" (No.
ZRU-641 15.10.2020) [1], Presidential Decree "On measures to further improve the education and training of children
with special educational needs" No. PP-4860 of 13.10. 2020 [2], the Decree of the President of the Republic of
Uzbekistan "On additional measures to comprehensively support persons with disabilities, to promote their employment
and further increase social activity" from 21.12.2021 N2 PP-57 [3] and other documents regulating the rights, assistance
to persons with disabilities, creating conditions for their full development, socialization and self-actualization.

Since the 2018-2019 academic year, persons with a group 1 disability (persons who have completely lost the
ability to work and need outside help, care) or a group 2 disability (persons who have completely lost the ability to work
and do not need outside help, care) began to be allocated an additional 2% quota for admission to public universities
of the country according to the Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan Sh. M. Mirziyoyev, from
01.12.2017, N2 UP-5270 "On measures to radically improve the system of state support for persons with disabilities".
[4]. Thus, for persons with disabilities there are wide opportunities to receive higher education on a budgetary basis.
At the same time, students with disabilities receive a stipend from the state.

In 2022, according to Oybek Isokov, chairman of the Association of Persons with Disabilities of Uzbekistan,
960 students with disabilities graduated from universities in various specialties, and about 7.5 thousand students with
disabilities began to receive higher education in the country in 2022 [5]. Thus, it should be noted that inclusive
education has been introduced in the higher education system of Uzbekistan.

Many researchers, including the author of the article [6,10,11,12,13], consider it appropriate to apply the
concept "students in difficult situations" ("students in HIA") in relation to students with disabilities due to the fact that
persons with disabilities in difficult life situations are constantly, which makes them vulnerable when studying at

18|Page



European Journal of Humanities and Educational Advancements (EJHEA)

university, causes the risk of isolation, exclusion (exclusion from society) or low academic achievements, and, as a
consequence, possible exclusion from the student.

Despite the creation in Uzbekistan of wide opportunities for higher education for persons with disabilities,
there are a number of problems associated with the fact that their professional training takes place in the context of
the digital world. In the 21st century, the key digital technologies are various gadgets, Internet of Things (IoT), wireless
Internet (Wi-Fi 6 and 5G), unmanned cars, artificial intelligence and machine learning, virtual and augmented reality
(VR and AR), 3D printing, robotics, cloud computing, blockchain and cryptocurrency. In education, these technologies
are used for distance learning, homework, presentation preparation, programming, and creative problem solving. Virtual
and augmented reality technologies contribute to a better perception of educational material and make learning more
interactive. Artificial intelligence algorithms help in career guidance and in the learning process [14, 26].

The digital world presents many challenges for people with disabilities, as they may have difficulty using
technology and accessing information. Some of the challenges that students with disabilities face in the digital world
include:

1.Accessibility of technology: Not all technology is accessible to people with disabilities. For example, people
with visual impairments may have difficulty using computers and smartphones without special devices or software that
make it easier to read and navigate the screen. Also, many technologies are not adapted for people with disabilities,
which can make them difficult to access.

2. limited access to information: Many websites and online platforms may not be accessible to people with
disabilities due to lack of adaptation. This can make it difficult to obtain information and use online resources [23].

3. Safety in the digital world: People with disabilities can become victims of cyberbullying, fraud and other
forms of online abuse, which can worsen their psychological state.

4. Social interaction: The digital world can be challenging for people with disabilities, who may have difficulty
interacting socially in real life. Online communities and social media can provide an alternative, but can also cause
feelings of alienation and loneliness [29].

5. Limited access to work and education: People with disabilities may have difficulty accessing online education
and work, which are increasingly only available through digital platforms.

Overall, the digital world presents a number of challenges for students with disabilities, and measures must
be taken to improve the accessibility of technology and online resources for this category of students. Some of these
measures may include adapting websites and apps to ensure accessibility for people with disabilities, using special
hardware and software to facilitate the use of technology, and providing training courses to improve digital skills.

It is also important to focus on digital safety for students with disabilities. This could include teaching
techniques to protect against cyberbullying and fraud, as well as providing support in the event of online abuse.

Finally, special programs and projects should be developed to provide access to online education and work
for students with disabilities. This could include the development of special online courses and training programs, as
well as the creation of jobs accessible to graduates with disabilities.

Thus, in the context of the digitalization of society, taking care of the vocational training of people with
disabilities, in addition to supporting their self-esteem and integration into society, is also a factor for the spiritual and
material enrichment of society as a whole. The joint activity of people with different abilities, capacities and experiences,
while creating equal opportunities for all participants in the process, regardless of physical and psychological features,
can lead to new positive changes, ideas and innovations, contributing to the strengthening of connections in society
and improving the quality of life of all citizens.
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