Proceedings of International Conference on Gender Equality and Women Empowerment
8th-9th March, 2022

FEMINISM IN GLOBAL SCENARIO

S VathanaSree,
ECE Department, Velammal Institute of Technology, Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India

S Akshaya,
ECE Department, Velammal Institute of Technology, Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India
R.Jothi Chitra
ECE Department, Velammal Institute of Technology, Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India
Article history: Abstract:
Published: 10™ March 2022 The present paper looks at the literal background of the rise of feminism and

women'’s movement and doing gender in India. Not only in India but each over
the world there has been a close link between feminism and the women'’s
movement, each inspiring and perfecting the other. Although in India the
women’s movements is old miracle, Feminism has just emerged as a modern
term. Feminism encompasses social, artistic, political, philosophical, and
economic movements, doctrines and concepts concerned with gender
imbalances and equal rights for woman. The feminist movements in India are a
much before marvel, but the term Feminism is modern. It refers to a nexus of
social, artistic, and political movements, proposition, and ethical principles that
concern gender issues and equality for women. As a result of learning English
and contacting the west, the western concept of liberty, equivalency and
fraternity was ingrained in the aristocracy. Enhanced by this international
influence, western leftism was extended to the women'’s issue and become part
of the social reform movement. The post-independence era, an important issue
throughout the first few decades was overall profitable growth. Another decade
followed, characterized by an emphasis on equity and poverty alleviation. As far
as gender issues were concerned, poverty-related initiatives had been
established, and there were no special programs for women. Since
independence, the women’s movement has taken on a range of issues, such as
dowry, women's labor, price increases and domestic violence. There has been a
long history of women’s movements in India that has led to the formation of
women’s studies and gender studies. These have been quite colorful and vibrant
and moment by moment these are fading from the radar. Now, there is an
ongoing struggle to keep these alive.
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INTRODUCTION

The conception of feminism as a political testament is veritably nearly associated with women's studies and women s
movement in colorful corridor of the world Fourfold focus of feminism in general-an trouble to make women a tone-
conscious order; a force to induce a rational sensible station towards women; an approach to view the women in their
own positions . The emergence and growth of women's studies in India reflects women s conscious engagement in
the politics of knowledge-has a close relation with feminism and feminist movement Publication of Towards Equality in
1974 can be considered as a wakeup call in ultramodern times- roots of feminist knowledge can be traced back to the
social period-Indian feminism has to take into account the miscellaneous nature of women community- women then
aren't a sector but are spread over several sectors- Association of feminism should be analyzed in alliance with
different other forms of pluralistic emandpatory movements, responsive as well as compromising station on the part
of the state on women's issues.

WHAT IS FEMINISM?

Feminism is a range of socio-political movements and testaments that aim to define and establish the political,
profitable, particular, and social equivalency of the relations. Feminism is the belief that civilizations value men's
opinions above everything else, and that women are treated unfairly in those communities. Fighting gender
stereotypes and establishing educational, professional, and interpersonal opportunities and issues for women that are
equivalent to those for males are among the efforts to change this. Throughout history, numerous feminist groups
and testaments have emerged, each representing a particular perspective and point of view. Since the 19th century,
first-wave liberal feminism, which sought political and legal equality through reforms within a liberal popular frame,
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has been contrasted with labor-based plebeian women's movements, which have evolved over time into socialist and
Marxist feminism based on class struggle theory. Since the 1960s, both of these traditions are also varied with radical
feminism that arose from the radical sect of alternate- surge feminism and that calls for a radical reordering of society
to exclude manly supremacy; together liberal, socialist and radical feminism are occasionally called the “Big Three"
seminaries of feminist study.

HISTORY:

A hard-hitting film that underlines a woman'’s freedom to her body and fornication, the lately released movie Pink has
been making people sit up and ask questions that were long forgotten. Taking concurrence as its central theme, the
film addresses society’s unmistakable double norms the pre-conceived sundries of manly honor, moralizing and
misogyny that women across the country face or are likely to face on a diurnal base. Although patriarchy is deeply
rooted in ultramodern- day India, the country has a long tradition of women who defied conformity, indeed under
severe societal pressure. These stories of feminism are as multilateral and different as India itself. Thena look at the
fascinating trip of feminism through the periods in India.

GLOBAL SCENARIO THROUGH AGES:

A special citation must be made of the inspiring woman who's frequently described as one of the first ultramodern
Indian sexists. At a time when people hardly conceded the grievances of women in India, Savitribai Phule, along with
her hubby Jyotirao Phule, fought shafts against women with all they had. The early 20th century too saw the rise of
numerous valorous and strong-conscious women who were necessary in India’s freedom struggle. The stories of
these women revolutionaries, trade union activists, and chauvinists have long been an obscure part of the literal
heritage that independent India inherited.

An accomplished musician and epigrammatizer, Sarala Devi completed her education at Calcutta University and
challenged the social conventions of her time by taking up a job in a academy in Mysore at the age of 23. She
returned to Bengal and worked hard to support the state's militant nationalist movement. She also attended meetings
of all-male groups and presided over boxing, judo, swordplay, and wrestling competitions that she organized. During
this time, several women's organisations, such as the All-India Women's Conference, arose (AIWC). Women in the
public movement have begun to complain about their lack of political and financial participation. The Bharat Stri
Mandal in Calcutta, founded in 1910 by Sarala Devi, and the Women's India Association, founded in 1917 by Annie
Besant, Dorothy Jinarajadasa, Malati Patwardhan, Ammu Swaminathan, Mrs Dadabhoy, and MrsAmbujammal, were
among these pioneering organisations.

In 1980, ananti-rape crusade was launched that led to emergence of independent women’s organization in several
metropolises of India. There was Saheli in Delhi, Vimochana in Bengaluru, and Forum Against Oppression of Women
in Mumbai among others. Special Interest Groups that concentrated on legal aid for women also came into actuality
and several legal reforms took place. A greatillustration is that of the corner Vishaka Guidelines that came into being
in 1997, outlining the process for dealing with sexual importunity at the plant (latterly supplanted by the Sexual
Importunity of Women at Workplace Act of 2013).

Entering the 21st century, Indian feminism engaged with a whole host of issues — from domestic violence and rape
to victim smirching and concurrence. Indira Jaisingh’s inexhaustible work was necessary in the architecture of the
Domestic Violence Act (2005). Jaisingh was also the first woman to be appointed as an Fresh Solicitor General of
India in 2009. Elderly advocate at the Supreme Court of India, Meenakshi Arora’s patient sweats led to the
architecture of the Vishakha Guidelines, which latterly crowned in the legislation of the Sexual Importunity of Women
at Workplace Act (2013). Activist Kavita Krishnan set in stir a series of demurrers and uproar after the 2012 Nirbhaya
rape case, which ultimately led to the legislation of the Criminal Law Amendment 2013 that made changes in the
being rape laws in the nation. Linked by TIME magazine as one of the 100 most influential women in 2013, counsel
Vrinda Grover was also influential in the drafting of the Criminal Law Amendment of 2013.

Indeed, however there still remains a lot of work to be done, the movement to secure rights for women in India has
come a long way thanks to these inspiring and fierce personalities who made it possible by relentlessly fighting the
forces of patriarchy. There were and still are numerous other individualities and associations who are also working for
gender equivalency and justice in India and their sweats are paying off. Indian women have asserted themselves in
multiple ways and broken free of rough social morals. These whispers of rebellion were bypassed or ignored by
patriarchal validations, but they were always there and they must be remembered.

STANDPOINT THEORY:

Viewpoint proposition is a feminist theoretical point of view stating that a person's social position influences their
knowledge. This perspective argues that exploration and proposition treat women and the feminist movement as
insignificant and refuses to see traditional wisdom as unprejudiced. Since the 1980s, viewpoint sexists have argued
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that the feminist movement should address global issues (similar as rape, incest, and harlotry) and culturally specific
issues (similar as womanish genital mutilation in some corridor of Africa and Arab societies, as well as glass ceiling
practices that stymie women's advancement in developed husbandry) in order to understand how gender inequality
interacts with racism, homophobia, classism and colonization in a “matrix of domination".

AFFIRMING FEMALE SEXUAL AUTONOMY:

For sexists, a woman's right to control her own fornication is a crucial issue. Sexists similar as Catharine MacKinnon
argue that women have veritably little control over their own bodies, with womanish fornication being largely
controlled and defined by men in patriarchal societies. Sexists argue that sexual violence committed by men is
frequently embedded in testaments of manly sexual annuity and that these systems grant women veritably many licit
options to refuse sexual advances. Feminists argue that all societies are, in one way or another, dominated by
testaments that largely deny women the right to decide how to express their fornication, because men under
patriarchy feel entitled to define coitus on their own terms. This annuity can take different forms, depending on the
culture. In some conservative and religious societies marriage is regarded as an institution which requires a woman to
be sexually available at all times, nearly without limit; therefore, forcing or pressing coitus on a woman isn't
considered a crime or indeed an vituperative behavior. In more liberal societies, this annuity takes the form of a
general sexualization of the whole culture. This is played out in the sexual incorporation of women, with pornography
and other forms of sexual entertainment creating the fantasy that all women live solely for men's sexual pleasure and
that women are readily available and asking to engage in coitus at any time, with any man, on a man’s terms. In
1968, feminist Anne Koedt argued in her essay The Myth of the Vaginal Orgasm that women's biology and the clitoral
orgasm hadn't been duly anatomized and vulgarized, because “men have orgasms basically by disunion with the
vagina”and not the clitoral area.

POLITICS:
SOCIALISM: Since the late nineteenth century, some sexists have confederated with illiberalism, whereas others
have blamed socialist testament for being rightly concerned about women's rights. August Bebel, an early activist of
the German Social Democratic Party (SPD), published his work Die Frau under Sozialismus, lacing the struggle for
equal rights between relations with social equivalency in general. In 1907 there was an International Conference of
Socialist Women in Stuttgart where franchise was described as a tool of class struggle. Clara Zetkin of the SPD called
for women's franchise to make a” socialist order, the only one that allows for a radical result to the women's
question". In Britain, the women's movement was confederated with the Labour party. In the U.S., Betty Friedan
surfaced from a radical background to take leadership. Radical Women is the oldest socialist feminist association in
the U.S. and is still active. During the Spanish Civil War, Dolores Ibarruri (La Pasionaria) led the Communist Party of
Spain. Although she supported equal rights for women, she opposed women fighting on the front and disaccorded
with the anarcha-feminist Mujeres Libres.

Sexists in Ireland in the early 20th century included the revolutionary Irish Republican, suffragette and socialist
Constance Markievicz who in 1918 was the first woman tagged to the British House of Commons. Still, in line with
Sinn Féin abstentionist policy, she'd not take her seat in the House of Commons. She wasre-elected to the Alternate
Dail in the choices of 1921. She was also a commander of the Irish Citizens Army which was led by the socialist &
tone- described feminist, Irish leader James Connolly during the 1916 Easter Rising.

FASCISM: Fascism has been specified dubious stations on feminism by its interpreters and by women's groups.
Amongst other demands concerning social reform presented in the Fascist fiat in 1919 was expanding the franchise to
all Italian citizens of age 18 and over, including women (fulfilled only in 1946, after the defeat of fascism) and
eligibility for all to stand for office from age 25. This demand was particularly supported by special Fascist women's
supplementary groups similar as the fasci femminilli and only incompletely realized in 1925, under pressure from
oppressor Benito Mussolini's more conservative coalition mates.

Cyprian Blamires states that although sexists were among those who opposed the rise of Adolf Hitler, feminism has a
complicated relationship with the Nazi movement as well. While Nazis glorified traditional sundries of patriarchal
society and its part for women, they claimed to fete women's equivalency inemployment.However, Hitler and
Mussolini declared themselves as opposed to feminism, and after the rise of Nazism in Germany in 1933, there was a
rapid-fire dissolution of the political rights and profitable openings that sexists had fought for during the pre-war
period and to some extent during the 1920s. Georges Dubyetal. Write that in practice fascist society was hierarchical
and emphasized manly masculinity, with women maintaining a largely inferior position. Blamires also writes that
neofascism has since the 1960s been hostile towards feminism and lawyers that women accept" their traditional
places".
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CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT AND ANTI-RACISM: The civil rights movement has told and informed the feminist
movement and vice versa. Numerous American sexists acclimated the language and propositions of black equivalency
activism and drew parallels between women's rights and the rights of non-white people. Despite the connections
between the women's and civil rights movements, some pressures arose during the late 1960s and the 1970s as non-
white women argued that feminism was generally white, straight, and middle class, and didn't understand and wasn't
concerned with issues of race and sexuality. Similarly, some women argued that the civil rights movement had sexist
and homophobic rudiments and didn't adequately address nonage women's concerns. These examples created new
feminist social propositions about identity politics and the corners of racism, classism, and sexism; they also
generated new feminisms similar as black feminism and Chicana feminism in addition to making large benefactions to
lesbian feminism and other integrations of queer of colour identity.

SOCIAL IMPACT:

Civil rights: From the 1960s on, the crusade for women's rights was met with mixed results in theU.S. and the U.K.
Other countries of the EEC agreed to ensure that discriminative laws would be phased out across the European
Community. Some feminist campaigning also helped reform stations to child sexual abuse. The view that youthful girls
cause men to have sexual intercourse with them was replaced by that of men's responsibility for their own conduct,
the men being grown-ups.

The division of labor within homes was affected by the increased entry of women into workplaces in the 20th century.
Sociologist Arlie Russell Hochschild plant that, in two-career couples, men and women, on average, spend about equal
quantities of time working, but women still spend further time on housework, although Cathy Young responded by
arguing that women may help equal participation by men in housework and parenting. Judith K. Brown writes,"
Women are most likely to make a substantial donation when subsistence conditioning have the following
characteristics the party isn't obliged to be far from home; the tasks are fairly monotonous and don't bear rapt
attention and the work isn't dangerous, can be performed in malignancy of interruptions, and is fluently proceeded
formerly intruded.

CONCLUSION:

Feminist proposition has explored the social construction of virility and its counteraccusations for the thing of gender
equivalency. The social construct of virility is seen by feminism as problematic because it associates males with
aggression and competition, and reinforces patriarchal and unstable gender relations. Patriarchal societies are blamed
for" limiting forms of virility" available to men and therefore narrowing their life choices. Some sexists are engaged
with men's issues activism, similar as bringing attention to manly rape and conjugal battery and addressing negative
social prospects formen. Male participation in feminism is generally encouraged by sexists and is seen as an important
strategy for achieving full societal commitment to gender equivalency. Numerous manly sexists and pro-feminists are
active in women'’s rights activism, feminist proposition, and virility studies. Still, some argue that while manly
engagement with feminism is necessary, it's problematic because of the hardwired social influences of patriarchy in
gender relations. The agreement moment in feminist and virility propositions is that men and women should
cooperate to achieve the larger pretensions of feminism. It has been proposed that, in large part, this can be
achieved through considerations of women's agency.
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